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(I) abiding by the assurances made by
those entities under subsection (f) of that
section;

(IT) meeting, or have met, the stated goals
of those entities with respect to the use of
the grant amounts;

(ITI) satisfying the requirements imposed
by the Assistant Secretary on those States
under subsection (h) of that section; and

(IV) in compliance with any other rules,
requirements, or regulations promulgated by
the Assistant Secretary in implementing
that program.

(2) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Assistant
Secretary shall make each report submitted
under paragraph (1)(A) publicly available in
an online format that—

(A) facilitates access and ease of use;

(B) is searchable; and

(C) is accessible—

(i) to individuals with disabilities; and

(ii) in languages other than English.

(b) AUTHORITY TO CONTRACT AND ENTER
INTO OTHER ARRANGEMENTS.—The Assistant
Secretary may award grants and enter into
contracts, cooperative agreements, and other
arrangements with Federal agencies, public
and private organizations, and other entities
with expertise that the Assistant Secretary
determines appropriate in order to—

(1) evaluate the impact and efficacy of ac-
tivities supported by grants awarded under
the covered programs; and

(2) develop, catalog, disseminate, and pro-
mote the exchange of best practices, both
with respect to and independent of the cov-
ered programs, in order to achieve digital eq-
uity.

(c) CONSULTATION AND PUBLIC ENGAGE-
MENT.—In carrying out subsection (a), and to
further the objectives described in para-
graphs (1) and (2) of subsection (b), the As-
sistant Secretary shall conduct ongoing col-
laboration and consult with—

(1) the Secretary of Agriculture;

(2) the Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment;

(3) the Secretary of Education;

(4) the Secretary of Labor;

(56) the Secretary of Health and Human
Services;

(6) the Secretary of Veterans Affairs;

(7) the Secretary of the Interior;

(8) the Federal Communications Commis-
sion;

(9) the Federal Trade Commission;

(10) the Director of the Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services;

(11) the Administrator of the Small Busi-
ness Administration;

(12) the Federal Co-Chair of the Appa-
lachian Regional Commission;

(13) State agencies and governors of States
(or equivalent officials);

(14) entities serving as administering enti-
ties for States under section 60304(b);

(15) national, State, tribal, and local orga-
nizations that provide digital inclusion, dig-
ital equity, or digital literacy services;

(16) researchers, academics, and philan-
thropic organizations; and

(17) other agencies, organizations (includ-
ing international organizations), entities (in-
cluding entities with expertise in the fields
of data collection, analysis and modeling,
and evaluation), and community stake-
holders, as determined appropriate by the
Assistant Secretary.

(d) TECHNICAL SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE.—
The Assistant Secretary shall provide tech-
nical support and assistance, assistance to
entities to prepare the applications of those
entities with respect to grants awarded
under the covered programs, and other re-
sources, to the extent practicable, to ensure
consistency in data reporting and to meet
the objectives of this section.
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(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary to carry out this
section, which shall remain available until
expended.

SEC. 60307. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

(a) NONDISCRIMINATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—No individual in the
United States may, on the basis of actual or
perceived race, color, religion, national ori-
gin, sex, age, or disability, be excluded from
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or
be subjected to discrimination under any
program or activity that is funded in whole
or in part with funds made available to carry
out this title.

(2) ENFORCEMENT.—The Assistant Sec-
retary shall effectuate paragraph (1) with re-
spect to any program or activity described in
that paragraph by issuing regulations and
taking actions consistent with section 602 of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d-
1.

(3) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—Judicial review of an
action taken by the Assistant Secretary
under paragraph (2) shall be available to the
extent provided in section 603 of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d-2).

SA 2647. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 2137 proposed by Mr.
SCHUMER (for Ms. SINEMA (for herself,
Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
TESTER, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. WARNER,
and Mr. ROMNEY)) to the bill H.R. 3684,
to authorize funds for Federal-aid high-
ways, highway safety programs, and
transit programs, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the
table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

CAP ON ANNUAL PREMIUM
CREASES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘Administrator’” means the
Administrator of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency; and

(2) the term ‘‘covered cost”’—

(A) means—

(i) the amount of an annual premium with
respect to any policy for flood insurance
under the National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram;

(ii) any surcharge imposed with respect to
a policy described in clause (i) (other than a
surcharge imposed under section 1304(b) of
the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42
U.S.C. 4011(b))), including a surcharge im-
posed under section 1308A(a) of that Act (42
U.S.C. 4015a(a)); and

(iii) a fee described in paragraph (1)(B)(iii)
or (2) of section 1307(a) of the National Flood
Insurance Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4014(a)); and

(B) does not include any cost associated
with the purchase of insurance under section
1304(b) of the National Flood Insurance Act
of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4011(b)), including any sur-
charge that relates to insurance purchased
under such section 1304(b).

(b) LIMITATION ON INCREASES.—

(1) LIMITATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—During the 5-year period
beginning on the date of enactment of this
Act, notwithstanding section 1308(e) of the
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42
U.S.C. 4015(e)), and subject to subparagraph
(B), the Administrator may not, in any year,
increase the amount of any covered cost by
an amount that is more than 9 percent, as
compared with the amount of the covered
cost during the previous year, except where
the increase in the covered cost relates to an
exception under paragraph (1)(C)(iii) of such
section 1308(e).
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(B) DECREASE OF AMOUNT OF DEDUCTIBLE OR
INCREASE IN AMOUNT OF COVERAGE.—In the
case of a policyholder described in section
1308(e)(1)(C)(ii) of the National Flood Insur-
ance Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4015(e)(1)(C)(ii)),
the Administrator shall establish a process
by which the Administrator determines an
increase in covered costs for the policyholder
that is—

(i) proportional to the relative change in
risk based on the action taken by the policy-
holder; and

(ii) in compliance with subparagraph (A).

(2) NEW RATING SYSTEMS.—

(A) CLASSIFICATION.—With respect to a
property, the limitation under paragraph (1)
shall remain in effect for each year until the
covered costs with respect to the property
reflect full actuarial rates, without regard to
whether, at any time until the year in which
those covered costs reflect full actuarial
rates, the property is rated or classified
under the Risk Rating 2.0 methodology (or
any substantially similar methodology).

(B) NEW POLICYHOLDER.—If a property to
which the limitation under paragraph (1) ap-
plies is sold before the covered costs for the
property reflect full actuarial rates deter-
mined under the Risk Rating 2.0 method-
ology (or any substantially similar method-
ology), that limitation shall remain in effect
for each year until the year in which those
full actuarial rates takes effect.

(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
subsection (b) may be construed as prohib-
iting the Administrator from reducing, in
any year, the amount of any covered cost, as
compared with the amount of the covered
cost during the previous year.

(d) AVERAGE HISTORICAL LOSS YEAR.—Sec-
tion 1308 of the National Flood Insurance Act
of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4015) is amended by striking
subsection (h) and inserting the following:

‘“(h) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes
of this section, the calculation of an ‘average
historical loss year’ shall be computed in ac-
cordance with generally accepted actuarial
principles.”’.

(e) DISCLOSURE WITH RESPECT TO THE AF-
FORDABILITY STANDARD.—Section 1308(j) of
the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42
U.S.C. 4015(j)) is amended, in the second sen-
tence, by inserting ‘‘and shall include in the
report the number of those exceptions as of
the date on which the Administrator submits
the report and the location of each policy-
holder insured under those exceptions, orga-
nized by county and State’” after ‘‘of the
Senate”.

SEC. . TARGETED MEANS-TESTED ASSIST-
ANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter I of the National
Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4011 et
seq.) is amended by inserting after section
1308A (42 U.S.C. 4015a) the following:

“SEC. 1308B. FLOOD INSURANCE ASSISTANCE.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) COVERED PROPERTY.—The term ‘cov-
ered property’ means—

‘““(A) a primary residential dwelling de-
signed for the occupancy of from 1 to 4 fami-
lies; or

‘(B) personal property relating to a dwell-
ing described in subparagraph (A).

‘(2) ELIGIBLE POLICYHOLDER.—The term ‘el-
igible policyholder’ means a policyholder
with a household income that is not more
than 20 percent of the area median income
for the area in which the property to which
the policy applies is located.

‘“(3) HOUSING EXPENSES.—The term ‘hous-
ing expenses’ means, with respect to a house-
hold, the total amount that the household
spends in a year on—

““(A) mortgage payments, and rent;

‘(B) property taxes;

‘(C) homeowners insurance; and
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(D) premiums for flood insurance under
the national flood insurance program.

‘“(4) INSURANCE C€OSTS.—The term ‘insur-
ance costs’ means, with respect to a covered
property for a year—

“(A) risk premiums and fees estimated
under section 1307 and charged under section
1308;

‘(B) surcharges assessed under sections
1304 and 1308A; and

‘(C) any amount established under section
1310A(c).

‘““(b) AUTHORITY.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Administrator
is authorized to carry out a means-tested
program under which the Administrator pro-
vides assistance to eligible policyholders in
the form of graduated discounts for insur-
ance costs with respect to covered prop-
erties.

‘‘(¢c) ELIGIBILITY.—To determine eligibility
for means-tested assistance under this sec-
tion, the Administrator may require any of
the following with respect to an eligible pol-
icyholder:

‘(2) Income verification from the National
Directory of New Hires established under
section 453(i) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 6563(1)).

“(3) A self-certification of eligibility by
the eligible policyholder that is provided
under penalty of perjury pursuant to section
1746 of title 28, United States Code.

‘“(4) Any other method identified by the
Administrator in interim guidance, or a final
rule, issued under subsection (e).

‘“(d) DiscoUNT.—The Administrator may
establish graduated discounts available to
eligible policyholders under this section,
which may be based on the following factors:

‘(1) The percentage by which the house-
hold income of an eligible policyholder is
equal to, or less than, 120 percent of the area
median income for the area in which the
property to which the policy applies is lo-
cated.

‘“(3) The number of eligible policyholders
participating in the program established
under this section.

‘‘(4) The availability of funding.

‘“(5) Any other factor that the Adminis-
trator finds reasonable and necessary to
carry out the purposes of this section.

‘‘(e) IMPLEMENTATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
issue final rules to implement this section.

¢“(2) INTERIM GUIDANCE.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this section,
the Administrator shall issue interim guid-
ance to implement this section, which
shall—

‘(i) include—

“(I) a description of how the Administrator
will determine—

‘‘(aa) eligibility for households to partici-
pate in the program established under this
section; and

““(bb) assistance levels for eligible house-
holds to which assistance is provided under
this section;

““(I1) the methodology that the Adminis-
trator will use to determine the amount of
assistance provided to eligible households
under this section; and

“(IIT) any requirements to which eligible
policyholders to which assistance is provided
under this section will be subject; and

‘‘(ii) expire on the later of—

‘“(I) the date that is 84 months after the
date of enactment of this section; or

‘“(II) the date on which the final rules
issued under paragraph (1) take effect.

‘“(B) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
subparagraph (A) may be construed to pre-
clude the Administrator from amending the
interim guidance issued under that subpara-
graph.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

“(f) COLLECTION OF DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMA-
TION.—The Administrator, in order to evalu-
ate and monitor the effectiveness of this sec-
tion, and to comply with the reporting re-
quirements under subsection (g), may re-
quest demographic information, and other
information, with respect to an eligible pol-
icyholder to which assistance is provided
under this section, which may include—

‘(1) the income of the eligible policy-
holder, as compared with the area median in-
come for the area in which the property to
which the policy applies is located; and

‘“(2) demographic characteristics of the eli-
gible policyholder, including the race and
ethnicity of the eligible policyholder.

“(g) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this section,
and biennially thereafter, the Administrator
shall submit to Congress a report regarding
the implementation and effectiveness of this
section.

‘“(2) CONTENTS.—Each report submitted
under paragraph (1) shall include informa-
tion regarding, for the period covered by the
report—

““‘(A) the distribution of household area me-
dian income for eligible policyholders to
which assistance is provided under this sec-
tion;

‘(B) the number of eligible policyholders
to which assistance is provided under this
section, which shall be disaggregated by in-
come and demographic characteristics;

“(C) the cost of providing assistance under
this section; and

‘(D) the average amount of assistance pro-
vided to an eligible policyholder under this
section, which shall be disaggregated as de-
scribed in subparagraph (B).

“(h) RISK COMMUNICATION.—For the pur-
poses of the communication required under
section 1308(1), the Administrator shall pro-
vide to an eligible policyholder to which as-
sistance is provided under this section a full
flood risk determination with respect to the
property of the eligible policyholder, which
shall reflect the insurance costs with respect
to the property before that assistance is pro-
vided.

‘(i) FUNDING.—

(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Administrator $800,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 2022 through 2025 to carry out this sec-
tion.

‘“(2) NOTIFICATION.—If, in a fiscal year, the
Administrator determines that the amount
made available to carry out this section is
insufficient to provide assistance under this
section, the Administrator shall submit to
Congress a notification of the remaining
amounts necessary to provide that assist-
ance for that fiscal year.

‘(3) DISTRIBUTION OF PREMIUM.—With re-
spect to the amount of the discounts pro-
vided under this section in a fiscal year, and
any administrative expenses incurred in car-
rying out this section for that fiscal year,
the Administrator shall, from amounts made
available to carry out this section for that
fiscal year, deposit in the National Flood In-
surance Fund established under section 1310
an amount equal to those discounts and ad-
ministrative expenses, except to the extent
that section 1310A applies to any portion of
those discounts or administrative expenses,
in which case the Administrator shall de-
posit an amount equal to those amounts to
which section 1310A applies in the National
Flood Insurance Reserve Fund established
under section 1310A.”".

(b) NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE ACT OF
1968.—The National Flood Insurance Act of
1968 (42 U.S.C. 4001 et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 1308(e) (42 U.S.C. 4015(e))—

(A) in paragraph (1)—
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SA 2648. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2137 proposed by Mr.
SCHUMER (for Ms. SINEMA (for herself,
Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
TESTER, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. WARNER,
and Mr. ROMNEY)) to the bill H.R. 3684,
to authorize funds for Federal-aid high-
ways, highway safety programs, and
transit programs, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the
table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . REVITALIZING MAIN STREETS IN

SMALL TOWNS AND CITIES OF THE
UNITED STATES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ELIGIBLE COMMUNITY.—The term ‘‘eligi-
ble community’ means a city, town, village,
or other incorporated unit of a municipal
local government that has a population of
less than 40,000 individuals.

(2) MAIN STREET.—The term ‘‘Main Street’’,
with respect to an eligible community,
means a main street and the area around the
main street that constitute the cultural, his-
torical, economic, civic, and emotional heart
of the eligible community.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(4) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means each
of the several States and the territories and
possessions of the United States.

(b) GRANTS.—The Secretary, in accordance
with subsection (f)(1), shall award grants on
a competitive basis to eligible communities
for the purpose of revitalizing Main Streets
in the eligible communities.

(c) SEPARATE COMPETITIONS.—In awarding
grants to eligible communities under sub-
section (b), the Secretary shall hold a sepa-
rate grant competition for each State.

(d) APPLICATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall initiate the grant competitions
described in subsection (c¢) by soliciting
grant applications from eligible commu-
nities by publishing a notice of funding op-
portunity in the Federal Register that pro-
vides sufficient notice of the grant competi-
tion, the terms of the grant competition, and
the submission requirements of an applica-
tion for the grant competition.

(2) CONTENTS.—An application submitted
by an eligible entity for a grant under this
section shall include—

(A) a description of how the eligible com-
munity plans to spend amounts from a grant
under this section and the non-Federal funds
of the eligible community described in sub-
section (e)(2)(A) to revitalize the Main Street
of the eligible community; and

(B) a description of how the eligible com-
munity meets the factors described in sub-
section (£)(3).

(3) PROHIBITION.—The Secretary may not
impose additional application or evaluation
requirements with respect to an application
submitted under paragraph (1).

(e) MAXIMUM AMOUNTS.—

1) STATE MAXIMUM.—The maximum
amount of funds that may be awarded to eli-
gible communities in a particular State
under this section shall be an amount that
bears the same proportion to the total
amount awarded to eligible communities in
all States under this section as the total
population of all eligible communities with-
in the State, bears to the total population of
all eligible communities in all States.

(2) ELIGIBLE COMMUNITY MAXIMUM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The maximum amount of
funds that may be awarded to an eligible
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